S58                  THE SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES.

The right had called itself the " intelligent party "; its members
were of the cultivated classes; the left, composed mainly of peas-
ants, had taken the name of the " rustic party." As in the other
Scandinavian countries, the struggle came over the budget of
expenses, especially military (army and navy). The King and
his ministers, continuing the Swedish military tradition, perhaps
also influenced by the example of the German monarchies,
wished to reorganize the army on the Prussian model, establish-
ing a permanent army and expending great sums on the building
up of a navy. The left, above all bent on economy, rejected these
expenditures as useless for a people threatened by no enemy; it
demanded that the army should be remodelled on the Swiss plan,
as a national militia.

Relations between the ministry and the Second Chamber have
been regulated according to the usages of a constitutional mon-
archy, and the King has avoided establishing the parliamentary
system; he has continued to choose his ministers outside of the
majority. The Chamber, deprived of means of constraint, can-
not get control of the government; it has only its power of re-
sistance to ministerial projects.

Conflict began in 1871 over the question of military reform:
the left demanded that the " antiquated system " of the indclta
should be abolished; the government plan was passed by the
First Chamber, but rejected by the Second Chamber (105 against

79)-

The ministry kept its majority in the Diet (the two Chambers
voting together), owing to the votes of the aristocratic and min-
isterial upper House. But as early as 1875 the left had a majority,
even in the Diet (155 against 141). The ministry has continued
to present its schemes, the Diet has continued to reject them; the
military reform has not been accomplished. But the conflict has
not become sharp as in the other Scandinavian countries. The
King has admitted to the ministry the leaders of the moderate
section of the rustic party.

Then, the classification of parties has changed. A new demo-
cratic party has been formed in the cities, more radical than the
Rustics. In 1884 the Conservative party lost Stockholm.
Meanwhile the question of taxation was breaking up the old par-
ties. -The price of grain had fallen greatly, and a party had
formed about 1880 to demand an increase of import duties on
grain. The ministry, which had always advocated free trade,
resisted for a long time. In 1886 the protectionists had a small